
Summer Reading Assignment - English 2H (not Humanities) 

1. Get a copy of The Alchemist by Brazilian author Paulo Coelho, 
translated by Alan R. Clarke. During the summer, you can stop by the 
principal’s office at NU to check the book, or you can read it online, 
courtesy of the author, at Pirate Coelho. You may also buy a new or used 
copy to own. For your information, the N.U. English department has a few 
different editions, including the two pictured here, so our page numbers will 
vary. 

2. Read the book in its entirety. Keep in mind, the text has been translated 
from Portuguese into English. 

3. Join our online English 2H Summer Assignment Google Classroom 
(use the class code 7mub2b) to access the doc that you will do your work in. In case you have not used Google 
Classroom before, simply open your Google Drive and go to the ‘waffle’ icon. Scroll down until you find the Classroom 
icon to click on. Then you can join a new class (you may see a plus sign icon) using our class code. 

4. Find and analyze lines in The Alchemist that relate to each of three Essential Questions. The questions are 
included on this handout for you to refer to, but remember to do your work in Google Classroom. 

For each passage you will: 

● Give context, quote and citation. 
○ Full instructions are in the doc in Google Classroom. 

● Provide analysis. 
○ Do not consult any online sources! Just you and your reactions to the book will suffice. 

Each analysis should be no less than 100 words and no more than 180 words. 

● Relate to Essential Question. 
○ Include an explanation showing how the quoted line answers the essential question. Each 

analysis should be no less than 100 words and no more than 180 words. 

Essential Questions  

1. What does it mean to be human, and how is the human experience expressed through literature?  

2. What is the good life? How should people live?  

3. What can be gained from learning about other people’s cultures and beliefs? 

Purpose of Summer Assignment 

Read a little, think a lot, write a bit! Brush up some skills before school starts again.  

Give your new teacher a glimpse at your skills. But, be genuine; no need to over-do to impress. 

Start off our new class with characters and a story that we will all have in common. 

Use the text to study symbol, allegory and archetype. 

Use the text to study syntax (there are actually a lot of run-on and comma splice sentences!) 

 

Looking forward to a year that stretches us all! 

Mrs. Meegan Toro (mtoro@njuhsd.com) 

https://piratecoelho.net/

